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58.-NEW ENGLAND PISEIERIES I N  RJAY, 1886. 

B y  We A. WILCQX. 

The month of May has been one of excitement and discouragenonlent to 
the New England fishermen and all interested in the fishiug industry. 
TO those that for auy reason desired or were obliged to  visit British 
Provincial ports threats of seizure and trouble, doubts, and anxiety, 
with a lack of knowledge as to just what rights they had, caused much 
bother and vexation, resulting in the seizure of two Tessels. 

Codfish had been very plentiful on the Western Bank, and ~essels  
rctnrned from short trips with full fares. 0x1 George's Bank a fair 
catch was made. A sliort distance off Cape'Cod fish of good size and 
quality hare been abundant. In Ipswich Bay the catch of codfish has 
been. more than an avorage one; the gill-nets were taken up and tho 
Season ended on May 3, ilrhjlo last year it ended May 12. Tho total re- 
ceipts of codfish a t  Gloucester from all the fishing grounds were slightly 
less than for the corresponding month of last year. 

llalibut have been sctirce. From the Grand and Western Banks 
R%sels arrived with less $hall ]lalffares. The catch 011 George's Bank 
was good, the fish being taken 111 deep water between George's and 
Brown's Banks. More vessels have been engaged in the catch of hali- 
but than last season, and tile recoipts sliow EL small increase ovcr those 
of May, 1885. 

The maclierel catch south of Sandy lloolr has prored ii failurc. The 
demand for all kinds of fish has been very light, and prices lowcr then 
for years. Mackeml liave not been seen in any abundance. The spring 
catch lies been a failure and financial loss to neakly all engaged. Dur- 
ing the month vessels have daily fitted away for the xiiackerel fislrery, 
230 sail being engaged at  the close of the month. Most of tho time tho 
market has been bare of fresh macliere~, am1 very few have been cured. 
On May 1 and 2 a, serere storm caused the loss of 17 seine-boats. At 
tho close of the montli vessels are widely scattered, a large nmber of 
them being ofI' Block Island. Many are returning to ]lome ports to re- 
fit, not having talren a single mackerel. Tho first few scattoring mack- 
erel caught in tIie weirs at Capo Cod were taken 011 AIay 6 ;  last year it, 
\vats 011 Nay 4. The first cat011 made hi GlouceStCr Harbor this Seat' 
was on May 18. On May 14 tho first catch was mado in the  weirs on tho 
Nova, Scotia shore; last gear it was on May IS. The firfit arrival at 
Glouccstcr with inaclrere] direct from tho fishing grouiid's \ T ~ S  on May 
7, being a small lot of 40 barrels that sold fm $4,60 a b,?rrcl. Tlie weir 
catch of' maclrerel a t  Moliornoy rind along Cape cod has been a faihm. 

I'ollocli, averaging 10 to 12 pounds eaab, have been talrcxi in  purse- 
seines o b  Chtitharn, Mass.; but tlie receipts show a decrease from lilsb 
J'ear. The Tai1nto11 fiil-er catch of ale\Ti\TCs and Shad lias bee11 of t?r;tra 
jargo size a1lc1 qi1ality, wit11 large tlecregse ill the amount tiken 
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Grnnd Brink8 lat. 440 to 460 long. 520 to 540 .............................. Codflsh ........... 
Grnnd Banks: lat. 430 l o  440' long. 49'3 to 510 .............................. Hallbut ........... 
Wetilern Buiilr lat. 440 to 4.50 long. 600 tn 010.. ............................. I . ,do  ............. 
Gror '0'8 and &own's Uiinka: 1at. 410 to 430, long. 600 to 680 .............. Cod nnd hnlibut.. . 
Off Ihe rn8trrii coast of New England ..... ..?-.. ........................ Ground fishiug.. .. 
On the way l o  Iceland or Greenland ...................................... llalililiut .......... 
Of the Coast from New JOrHCS t0 capo Cod. ............................. hlaokerel ......... 

compared with that of last year. Bait has not been in great abuii- 
dance, yet the weirs along the Maine and Massachusetts coasts h a w  
been better able to supply the wants of' tho fisliernien a t  all times than 
last spring, very little delay being experienced and there being uo 
necessity for any American vessel going into any foreign port for bait. 

During the month one vessel was lost, the ~choouer Mouitgr, of 
Gloucester, 95.32 tonnage, built in lSS4, and, with fixtures, valued a t  
$10,000. While on A halibut trip she went ashore in the fog at  Port 
May, Newfoundland, on May G j the crew were saved, all else being il 
total loss. 

The fishing treaty of 1818 with Great Britain and tho seizure : ~ t  ob- 
scure ports by the British Provinces of two vessels owned in the United 
Slates, the charges being vioiation of the customs lsws, liare occusioued 
much interest. Quite a contrast may be noticed between the action of 
the Canadian Government and that of a e  United States in a ~pral le l  
case. Thc schooner Sisters of Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, was seized at 
Portland, Me., on May 24 for violation of the customs laws; but as no 
intention of fraud or wrong-doing was shown, the Canadian vessel was 
soon released. The two vessels belonging to the United States still 
remain in the hands of the Provincial officials. 

The following mas the position of the New England fishing fleet during 
the last week of May : 
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Position. 

Qeorgo'n Bank ........... 
Brown's Biuk .__. . _____.  
La Elme I3ank .......... 
Wonttmi Bnnk ........... 
Grim3 Un11ks ............ 
NovnScotia Cnpc shore.. 
Ncw E n g l a ~ h  8hOIxI. ..... 
Off Ncwfouncllnnd. ....... 
B:iy of Fundy ............ 
Nackrrel trips, shoro ... 

Total, May, 1866 ..____ 
Total, May. 1885.. ___. 

Ipsmiell Bay. nets ...... 

Objcct. 
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-- 
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j N ~ .  of 
suil. 

Pounds. 
a%5,410 
lO,U80 

100,100 

11,000 

8,000 

I, 800 

623,000 

Pounds. Pounda. Poundn. Barrels. 
6,000 .............................. .......................................... .......................................... 

.......................................... ......................................... 
..................................................... 

25,000 5,400 414,000 .......... ..................................................... .......................................... ................................................. ........................................... 480 

Total ............................................................... .................... 
** 

Rcccipta of f i s h  at Gloucester, .iWaas., in, dfay ,  1886. 
L ___-- - .- 

From- Fibres. 
-- 

Codfish. 

PountZx. 
2,700,000 
285,000 
150,000 

1,128,000 

ao, ooo 

20,000 

.......... 
241,000 
11,500 .......... 

._._. ._.-. 
4: 505,500 --- - _- 
4,623, DO0 

Other racoipts in May, 1886: 400 quintals of 

31,000 5,400 414,000 480 

'' z::: 1:; I I, 000 I 4,000 1 603,000 I 6,570 
__ __-- -- __-- 

__I_ ~ I_____ _- 
iod liakc. 

GLOUCESTXR, MASS., Jzcizo 21, 1886. 




